From: Jessica Mercerhill 
Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2008 4:02 PM
To: 'Beth Hume'
Cc: 'Christine Ballengee-Morris'
Subject: RE: American Indian Studies Proposal
Hello Beth,

Dr. Ballangee-Morris and I met this afternoon to discuss Sub A’s questions. I have provided answers after each question below. Please let me know if you need any additional information!

Jessica Mercerhill
Director, Special Programs
Colleges of the Arts and Sciences
4132 Smith Laboratory
174 W. 18th Avenue
Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-6248
artsandsciences.osu.edu


From: Beth Hume [mailto:ehume@ling.ohio-state.edu] 
Sent: Monday, March 03, 2008 4:12 PM
To: morris.390@osu.edu
Cc: Jessica Mercerhill; Elizabeth Hume
Subject: American Indian Studies Proposal
Dear Professor Ballengee-Morris, 

Subcommittee A of the Arts and Sciences Committee on Curriculum and Instruction (ASCCCI) met recently to review the American Indian Studies Minor Proposal. The committee members  believe that the Minor will be a valuable contribution to the OSU curriculum. There are, however, some comments and questions which I've included below. 

a. Clarification is needed on p. 4 regarding the following:

i.  In paragraph 3, it states that students must take three courses that focus on American Indian Studies and at least one from a Global Indigenous and Comparative Ethnic Studies category. In the bottom paragraph, it states that students may include up to five credit hours of ASC 489 and 699. Do these count as part of the 20 hours and if so, how do they fit in to the minor given the description in paragraph 3?  

I have added a line to the document to clarify this. 489 & 699 may be used provided they have a focus on American Indian Studies or Global Indigenous and Comparative Ethnic Studies. These would be completed in close connection to a faculty member in one of these areas, who will help ensure the topic is an appropriate substitution for the listed courses. 

ii. Provide a definition of “Native college,” or at least give some examples of colleges that would be included in this category.

Native colleges are often referred to as Tribal Colleges and are mostly two year institutions. Bay Mills Community College and Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College in Michigan are just two examples.

b. p.5 re: Spanish 650 – Since a seminar can be different from year to year,  in order for the course to fulfill the objective of the category, you may want to include a qualification such as the following with the course listing:  "...with a focus on indigenous Spanish." This has been done.

c. p.6: Note that Music 694A is still being proposed and not yet a course. You can simply include (proposed) after the listing. This has been done.

d. p.8: Can any 3 courses fulfill the learning objectives listed at the top of the page? If so, how would they do this? Since there isn’t any one course that every AIS student needs to take, you should think about about how the learning objectives will be satisfied from an assessment perspective.  

The courses for the minor were chosen with the goals in mind. While there is no guarantee that every student will touch on every goal, as is the case with most minor programs, the assessment plan will help the committee determine what fine-tuning needs to take place to ensure that the goals are in large part being achieved. 

e. With respect to Appendix D, how many similar majors or minors are there at other universities? 

Page 7: VIII.  Competitiveness with Other Institutions:  Summary of Other American Indian Studies Programs, discusses this briefly. Programs on other campuses are usually housed within in a specific department, such as Linguistics or Anthropology. Therefore we are creating a unique program that is truly interdisciplinary rather than discipline focused. It may also be noted that Ohio State is part of the CIC American Indian Studies group, with no actual program of our own. 

f. Please clarify why there was not concurrence from all the departments that had been asked to concur.  

As is standard practice when seeking concurrence from departments, concurrence is assumed if no response is received after a reasonable number of reminders are sent. In this case, 3 reminders were sent to the non-responsive departments. For those with courses as part of the minor (which is the case for the 4 non-responsive departments), concurrence may be assumed since no courses are listed on a minor without approval from the home department. I have changed the language on the Appendix C cover sheet to more clearly state this. 

Please send your revised proposal to Jessica Mercerhill (cc'd) and myself at your earliest convenience, and don't hesitate to contact one of us if you have any questions.

Best regards, 

Beth Hume 

Professor and Chair, Dept. of Linguistics 

Chair, ASCCI, Subcmte A

